A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
Asia Minor were mainly occupied or governed by the Moham-
medans, so that it counted less and less in Christendom, while
the West, with its centre at Rome, counted more and more.
This recovery of Europe which we call the Middle Ages began
with a number of new energies; from shortly after the year
1000 the new spirit is awake; the Mohammedan begins to be
pushed back in Spain; the German Christians, including the
newly converted barbaric part of them, are secure against
Pagan pressure from the east, Hungary is converted and comes
into line as a Christian power, Poland appears as another
Christian power, vigorous adventurers from Normandy spread
the French tongue and the Latin Mass in South Italy and
Sicily and press back the Mohammedan influence there also;
but the greatest movement is that for invigorating religion.
This, as we have seen, was called the Cluniac Movement, from
the monastery of Cluny, in Burgundy, which had the chief
influence in the reform. The principal figure herein is the
Italian monk Hildebrand, who later became Pope under the
title of Gregory VII. His effort, and that of those whom he
inspired, was to restore the complete independence of the
Church as a self-governing body throughout Christendom; he
reformed the elections to die Papacy so that the supreme office
should not be filled by the influence of kings and emperors,
but by the regular vote of the ecclesiastical body—the origin
of what we call to-day the College of Cardinals.
All this new influence, a sort of resurrection of Europe,
covers the eleventh century (1001-1100). It came somewhat
late to England, being established by the Norman Conquest,
though it had been filtering in for some little time before.
The English Middle Ages proper, however, do not begin until
1066. The Middle Ages as a whole run from this period of
the eleventh century to the beginning of the sixteenth century
—that is, to a little after 1500. But they are sharply divided
into an earlier and greater part which may be called the true,
or High, Middle Ages and a later one, the decline of the
medieval spirit. The division between the two is the great
pestilence of the Black Death in 1348, which changed everything.
The Conquest. The Effort at Peaceful Organization.
After the battle of Hastings William garrisoned Dover, the
main port of entry from the Continent, and marched round
London by the south, going up the Thames to Wallingford,
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